REVOLTED AMERICA
every pound was to be paid. In cold arithmetical terms it came
to this: the North American colonists were to be asked to pay 33.
a pound for tea which cost Englishmen twice that sum.
But a principle was involved, and on this principle the re-
lations of Mother Country and the colonies foundered. North
undoubtedly believed that he was making a concession to the
colonists: they, not unnaturally perhaps, thought that it was a
subtle attempt to impose upon them a system which they be-
lieved violated their fundamental rights. On December i6th,
I773> a party of young colonists disguised as Mohawk Indians
boarded the East Indiarnen lying in Boston harbour and flung
.£18,000 worth of Bohea tea into the sea. A general boycott of
tea was taken up by other colonies; and was accompanied by a
good deal of lawlessness and disorder. Chatham was among
die first to condemn the action of the people of Boston. In a
letter to Shelburne he wrote:
The violence committed upon the tea-cargo is certainly criminal;
nor would it be real kindness to the Americans to adopt their passions
and wild pretensions, when they manifestly violate the most indis-
pensable ties of society.
Had Chatham always taken such a sane view the Americans
would not have believed so firmly that he was the staunch up-
holder of their cause in England!
Realizing the seriousness of the situation George at once
discussed tie matter with North; and together they decided
that the hand of authority must be strengthened. It is significant
that they selected for the task a man who had an intimate know-
ledge of conditions in America—Lieutenant-General Thomas
Gage. The King gave him an audience on February 4th, 1774,
when he freely expressed his views. George was delighted to
find that Gage's * language was very Consonant to his Character
of an honest determined Mail'; and after the interview he wrote
to North an account of what had taken place.
He [Gage] says they will be Lyons, whilst we are Lambs [observed
the King] but if we take the resolute part they will undoubtedly
prove very meek; he thinks the Four Regiments intended to
Relieve as many Regiments in America if sent to Boston are
sufficient to prevent disturbance; I wish you would see Him and
hear his ideas as to the mode of compelling Boston to submit to
whatever may be thought necessary.
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